SR Pe BETZ TTT SI 


Sr a5 


(a 
Hy } 
| 

i 
i 

ie 
rf 


UNITED STATES ARMY 
TRAINING CENTER 

INFANTRY 

. FORT POLK, LOUISIANA 


. e . é All Rights Reserved, ALBERT LOVE ENTERPRISES, INC., Doraville, Georgia 


The 49th Armored Division of Texas; the 4009th US Army 
Garrison of Baton Rouge, and other Reserve and National 
Guard support units arrived for a year of active duty. 

With the growing need for an even stronger Army, in July 
1962 the Post was designated an Infantry Training Center. 
Regular Army personnel began converging on Polk in the spring 
of 1962 and within a few months the first trainees arrived. By 
early fall units providing basic combat, advanced infantry, and 
common specialist training were fully operational. 

Rehabilitation of Post facilities from their condition in early 
1962 was a gigantic task. Polk personnel had to develop train- 
ing and recreational resources to accommodate the new situa- 
tion. 

A dynamic program of beautification was begun and resulted 
in acres of verdant grass and foliage in every brigade area. The 
Post-wide planting of magnolia and cypress trees, and other 
projects, are transforming Fort Polk into a garden spot of 
Louisiana. 

Today Fort Polk is a bustling, vigorous training center. Its 
recreational facilities include lighted baseball fields, softball 
diamonds, tennis courts, swimming pools and golf driving range. 
Other activities include a riding academy, brigade and Post 
field houses, air conditioned bowling alley, service clubs, libraries 
and movie theaters. Each company area also has its own day 
room. In addition, there is an 18-hole golf course, one of the 
finest in the Armed Forces. Servicemen here participate in 27 
sports activities in inter-post competition and many on a brigade 
level. 

Fort Polk required a host of ranges and training areas in order 
to produce top-notch soldiers to assume roles on the Army team. 
These were constructed or rebuilt to embody the latest advances 
in training techniques and methods. 

In addition to material facilities, a trainng philosophy had to 
be developed. The crux of this philosophy has been the evolution 
of an incentive program designed to provide motivation for 
superior performance. Its worth has been proven by the trainees, 
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History of Fort Polk 


Fort Polk, largest Army installation in Louisiana, is also 
the youngest, fastest growing training facility in the Army. 
Located in western Louisiana, near the burgeoning communi- 
ties of Leesville and DeRidder, the installation covers more 
than 147,000 acres of Kisatchie National Forest. 

The Post, originally called Camp Polk, was established as a 
result of the famous Louisiana maneuvers of 1941-42. Twenty- 
two million dollars worth of construction was completed in 
mid-1942. 

Fort Polk was named after the Right Reverend Leonidas 
Polk, an Episcopal bishop of Louisiana, known as the “Fighting 
Bishop.” Reverend Polk was killed in action in 1864 at Mari- 
etta, Georgia, while fighting as a Confederate lieutenant general. 

During World War I, Camp Polk trained millions of men. 
Former President Eisenhower, General Mark Clark, General 
Omar Bradley, the late General George S. Patton, Jr., General 
Walter Krueger, and General Alfred Gruenther were among 
the famous personalities who directed the training of equally 
famous divisions whose deeds in battle in the European, Asiatic 
and Pacific Theaters have gone down in history. 

After the war, Polk was inactivated to a stand-by status. In 
1948-49, the camp was partially opened to accommodate vital eaeeae 
National Guard and Reserve summer training. BA nears cme mne RU Aay nts 

September, 1950, saw the Post fully activated to meet the 
needs of the Korean War. In 1954, the Post closed, only to be Nene bed 
opened the next year and designated a fort. In June 1959, Fort Se alicia eae Giles e 
Polk again was closed. ENS ie aaa Sais a 

Operations continued on a limited basis for National Guard ee re ee eae hdl 
and Reserve two-week encampments. In September 1961, how- Sineliaaetent N 
ever, Polk facilities were again called upon to answer another aoe toa 
national emergency—the Berlin Crisis. 
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who have matched, topped and gone on to set new standards in 
physical training, rifle and other weapons qualification scores. 
Included among the Post’s training accomplishments is the 
Army-wide record of 459.5 for the physical combat proficiency 
test. It was established by Company QO, Third Training Brigade, 
in April 1964. In three years of operation, more than 175,000 
Polk graduates have been added to the Army ranks. 

Fort Polk’s climate, location and terrain make it an out- 
standing training area the year round. The climate is mild, with 
Gulf breezes modifying the summer season and tempering the 
winter chill. Freezing temperatures seldom occur although per- 
iodic northwesterly winds occasion sudden drops in temperature, 
frequently accompanied by drizzling rains. 

From their vantage point at Fort Polk, servicemen soon learn 
that Louisiana has much to offer the weekend sightseer and out- 
doorsman. Southern towns of great charm welcome visitors 
looking for a touch of the true aura of Louisiana’s history as 
well as a taste of its excellent French and Latin cuisine. Choice 
fishing spots on and near the Post are numerous, and hunters 
find small game in abundance. 

Cities in the surrounding area offer a wide range of business, 
educational, recreational, cultural and religious facilities. Within 
three hundred miles of the Fort are such cities and recreational 
areas as New Orleans, Houston, Galveston, Dallas, Biloxi, Lit- 
tle Rock and Hot Springs. 

Professional services available include a bank, a credit union, 
post office, hospital. and Red Cross Office. Chapels and com- 
munity churches invite Polk personnel to worship in the religion 
of their choice. 

Thus, Fort Polk provides a balanced program for its men. 
The recreational and cultural activities are some of the best the 
Army has to offer; at the same time, using the latest Army 
techniques, the Post performs the vital mission of turning civil- 
_ians into the finest soldiers to be found anywhere in the Army. 


Major General Kelsie L. Reaves was born in Warren, Arkan- 
sas, 24 November 1911. He was appointed to the US Military 
Academy from Florida, graduated in 1937, and commissioned 
a Second Lieutenant of Infantry. Prior to World War II, he 
served in Infantry units in the US and the Philippines. 

During the early years of World War II, General Reaves 
commanded a Task Force in Greenland and was Executive 
Officer of Greenland Base Command. From August 1943 to 
September 1944 he was an instructor at the Infantry School. 
He became G3 (Operations Officer) of the 66th Infantry Divi- 
sion in September 1944 and accompanied the division from 
the US to the European Theater of Operations. After World 
War II, he was assigned to G3 Division, Headquarters US 
Forces, European Theater, until his return to the States in 
January 1946. 

In the next four years, General Reaves served with the G3 
Division Headquarters Army Ground Forces, was Assistant 
J3 (Operations Officer) of the Joint Task Force 7 at the Eni- 
wetok Atomic Tests, and held staff assignments in the US Army 
Pacific. He next was assigned to the US Military Academy 
with the 1802d Regiment, where he served until October 1952. 
This was followed by duty in Korea as Commanding Officer, 
14th Infantry Regiment, 25th Division, from January 1953 
until the end of hostilities. General Reaves was then assigned 
as Officer in Charge of the Allied Prisoners of War Repatria- 
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KELSIE L. REAVES 
Major General, U. S. Army 


Commanding General 


tion at Panmunjon, Korea (Big Switch). His next assignment 
was Commanding Officer of a Unit Training Center in Korea 
which activated and trained ROK divisions. 

Returning to the US in 1954, General Reaves was assigned 
to the G3 Division, General Staff, Department of the Army, 
and later Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations. 
In June of 1959, General Reaves was assigned Director, Plans 
and Policy Division, Office of the Defense Advisor, US Dele- 
gation to NATO, in Paris, France. In late February 1962, 
General Reaves assumed duties as Assistant Division Com- 
mander of the 3d Armored Division (Spearhead) in Frank- 
furt, Germany, and served in this position until May 1963. 
At that time he returned to the Pentagon for assignment as 
Deputy Director for Operations, Joint Staff, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 

General Reaves is a graduate of the Command and General 
Staff College, the Armed Forces Staff College, and the National 
War College. 

He has been awarded the Silver Star, Legion of Merit with 
Oak Leaf Cluster, the Combat Infantry Badge, the French 
Croix de Guerre and the Korean Presidential Unit Citation. 

He is married to the former Mary Louise Moore of Clear- 
water, Florida. 

He was promoted to the rank of major general and assumed 
command of Fort Polk, La., 1 August 1965. 


HEADQUARTERS FORT POLK 
Office of the Commanding General 
’ Fort Polk, Louisiana 71459 


This book is about you and for you, and in a large part you have 
written — the story it tells. It is an old story, lived through by count- 
less other men — fathers, brothers, and relatives. For you who have 
lived it for the first time, this book will serve as a reminder that you 
succeeded in making the difficult change from citizen to soldier. 

I trust that this book will remind you that there will be many 
other challenges in your military careers. These challenges will call 


for the same spirit of dedication and hard work demonstrated in your 
first eight weeks of service. There is much yet to be done. I am confident 
that as challenges and obstacles arise, you will meet and conquer them 


in a manner in which you and the nation will be proud. 


ei lof — 


K. LNReaves 
Major General, USA 
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Brigadier General Walter F. Winton, Jr., was born in Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, July 23, 1917, son of the late Colonel (U.S. 
Army) and Mrs. Walter F. Winton. A 1940 graduate of the 
United States Military Academy, he has also attended the 
Command and General Staff College and the National War 
College. He was first assigned to the 9th Infantry, 2nd In- 
fantry Division at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

In August 1942 he was reassigned to 1st Battalion, 505th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, as 
executive officer. Assuming command of the Ist Battalion in 
early July 1943, General Winton saw his first combat action 
in the invasion of Sicily on July 10 when he jumped into 
action, was wounded and awarded the Purple Heart. During 
the 82nd’s push up the west coast of Sicily he earned two 
Bronze Star Medals. His unit then began preparations for the 
invasion of Italy behind the Salerno beachhead. Following the 
jump at Salerno he commanded a battalion in actions finally 
reaching the Volturno River during the “mud and mules” days 
of the early Italian campaign, then was pulled off the line for 
the move to England and preparation for the Normandy in- 
vasion. 

General Winton participated in the pre-H hour airborne 
invasion of Normandy, participated in the Northern France 
campaign, made a glider landing into Holland when the 82nd 
Airborne Division participated as part of the Ist Allied Air- 
borne Army in that operation, was in the Battle of the Bulge, 
and then saw action in the final drive into Central Europe. 
After the Normandy landings he served as regimental execu- 
tive officer of the 505th, and in subsequent campaigns as In- 
telligence Officer (G-2) of the 82nd Airborne Division. For his 
service during World War II he was awarded the Silver Star, 
the Bronze Star Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, the 
Purple Heart and the French Croix de Guerre with Palm. 
General Winton has also been awarded the Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, Distinguished Unit Badge, Parachute Badge, Gen- 


WALTER F. WINTON, JR. 
Brigadier General, U. S. Army 
Deputy Commanding General 


eral Staff Identification Badge, National Military Establish- 
ment Identification Badge, the French and Belgian Fourragere 
medals and the Dutch Lanyard. General Winton has nine 
American service medals. 

In 1946-47 he was on the staff of the United States Army 
representative to the United Nations—and earned the Army 
Commendation Medal for his service. He then went to Pan- 
ama for three years’ duty with the Office of the Directorate 
of Intelligence of the U.S. Caribbean Command. Upon com- 
pletion of this tour of duty in Panama, he was assigned to 
Eighth Army Headquarters in Korea in 1951 and in 1952 he 
served as Chief of Staff of the 24th Infantry Division in com- 
bat in Korea, earning the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf 
Cluster for Korean service. 

Returning to the U.S., General Winton was assigned to 
Headquarters, Department of the Army, as Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Army General Staff. He was later assigned as 
Assistant Chief of Staff for Plans, Operations and Training 
(G-3), Headquarters, Third Army. From 1959 until he arrived 
in Hawaii in July, 1963, General Winton was again at the 
Pentagon serving with the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Personnel. While in Hawaii he was assigned to Headquar- 
ters, U.S. Army Hawaii as Deputy Chief of Staff and then as 
commanding officer of the 2nd Brigade of the 25th Infantry 
Division. 

General Winton has studied at Harvard University and has 
received a Master’s Degree in International Relations from 
American University in Washington, D.C. He is married to 
the former Miss Wilma Patricia Raymond of Seattle, Wash- 
ington, daughter of the late Colonel (U.S. Army) and Mrs. 
Harold G. Raymond. They have two sons, Harold R., 22, who 
graduated from the U.S. Military Academy in June, 1964, 
and Walter M., 16. In July, 1964, General Winton was as- 
signed to the U.S. Army Training Center, Infantry, Fort Polk, 
as Deputy Commanding General. 
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Welcome Soldier to the U. S. Army 
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SECOND TRAINING BRIGADE 
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Col. Thomas J. Gendron Lt. Col. Clyde A. Coggins 
Brigade Commander Battalion Commandei 


2/Lt. Robert M. Ellis 2/Lt. James E. Morris 
Company Commander Training Officer 


FOURTH BATTALION 
Commenced Training: Completed Training: 
29 November 1965 COMP ANY C 22 January 1966 
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1/Sgt. Jose Cardinas 
First Sergeant 


Drill Sergeant 
William D. Goad 
First Platoon 


Drill Sergeant 
Ross S. McClain 
Third Platoon 


Drill Sergeant 


Drill Sergeant 
Biaggio C. Marino 
Senior Sergeant and Fifth Platoon 


Drill Sergeant 


George L. Benson 


Assistant First Platoon 


Drill Sergeant 
David N. Hollis 
Fourth Platoon 
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Dennis Jones, Jr. 
Second Platoon 


Drill Sergeant 
Floyd C. Null 
Fifth Platoon 
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Pvt. James S. Artino SSG Joseph G. Lowe 
Supply Sergeant Mess Sergeant 


Sp/4 James D. Bender Pvt. Worth A. Martin, Jr. Sp/5 Ernest Reynolds 
Company Clerk Mail Clerk First Cook 


Sp/5 W. D. King Sp/4 Clyde D. Martin 
First Cook Cook 
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John R. Adams 
Norman Alexander 
Juan Alvarado 
Ernest Amos 
Louis J. Archie 


Dale W. Baker, Jr. 
James K, Bembeck 
Charles Barnes 

Thomas R. Becker 


Ruben Benavides 


Geoffrey Benedict 
Jimmy L. Bennett 
Russell G. Benoit 
William Bergman 
Richard W. Berry 


Tommy E. Brannon 
Leo Browning 
Harvey L. Burson 
Albert Calhoun 


Jimmy Callahan 


James H. Callen 
Felipe Calvillo 
Ronald R. Camden 
Dale G. Cantrell 


Jose E. Carranco 
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Robert Cenek, Jr. 
Reynold Chalberg 
Alexander Chernoff 
Walter Cockel 
Terry J. Cook 


John M. Cooper 
Floyd L. Cox 
Glen A. Cramer 
Ray G. Creel 
Jackie Crittenden 


Robert Crittenden 
Wilmot E. Crow 
Danny E. Davis 
Walter C. Davis 
Charles J. Delay 


Nasario Delgado 
James W. Detrich 
Harold Devazier 
James Devazier 
Jerry W. Didlot 


Sterling R. Dogan 
Melvin B. Draper 
Guadalupe Duenas 
Roy L. Duffy 
Walter A. Eddings 
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Ronald E. Emight 
Rudolph Escobar 
Edward A. Eska 
David Fitzgibbon 
William C. Flack 


Kenneth Fowler 
Patrick Fowller 
Frank Franklin 

Johnnie Frierson 


Gabino Garcia 


Lawrence Garcia 


Larry Gardner 
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Stephen Garner 
Ronald G. Garrett 


Mello P. Gianino 


Joe F. Gonzales 
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Elvan Green 
Robert Gryzmala 
Michael Guerrero 


Jerry Hanneman 


Ernest R. Harmon 
Mitchell Harris 
Hugh M. Hearn 
Perry A. Helms 


Jesse Hemphill 


Jarrett Henderson 
Michael Henschen 
Darrell Herald 
Frank B. Herrera 
Richard Herrick 


Albert D. Hill 
Gail Holeyfield 
Barry W. Holt 
Jesse R. Hoppis 


Reggie K. Hust 


Wallace Jackson 
Manuel P. Javier 
Estanislado Jimenez 
Johnny D. Johnson 
Frank A. Jones 


Jack A. Jones 
Russell Jorzig 
Patrick Keenan 
Ronald W. Kneer 
John Kohlbrecher 


John L. Krawiecki 
Zane M. Kroeger 
Steven Krumholz 
Joseph F. Kujawa 
James E. Laasch 
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Joe L, Lamorie 
Joseph Larose 
Mike E, Lassiter 
Earl R. Laughlin 
Tommy E. Laughlin 


Ronald Lazicki 
Kenneth Legaux 
Horace Leleaux 
Dave A. Lewis 
Thomas Litherland 


Billy Lockhart 
Fred Loya 
Jesse Macias 
Tilmon R. Mack 
Patrick Martin 


Robert Martinez 
Sedro Martinez 
Rickey F. Mason 
James E. May 
Barry McAnelly 


Danny E. McCarty 
Billy McElhaney 
Thomas McKissick 
Curtis McDaniel 
Michael McDonough 
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Roger McDowell 

David E. McKinny 
Manuel P. Medina 
Edward A. Mennig 


James J. Moony 


Mario Moreno 
James E. Mulkey 
Ray Murchison 
William F. Muren 
Kenneth Myers 


Oscar Nanez 
Juan Navarro 
Wayne E, Nelson 
John C. Nygren 


James H. O’Brien 


James G. Parker 
Gary C. Passmore 
David G. Paulson 
Robert M. Payne 


Jerry Pennington 


Charles Pepple 
Raul H. Perez 
Rodolfo J. Perez 
Charles Perkins 


Jerry L. Peterman 
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Michael Peterson 
Raymond Peterson 
Hovie Phillips 
Warren Powell 


Prier L. Price 


Roy L. Price 
Roger L. Pride 
Richard H. Raff 
Gary P. Rhodes 
James H. Rhodes 


Jose V. Rivera 
James N. Rodgers 
Albert Rodriguez 
James D. Rogers 


Eduardo Ronje 


Martin Rutledge 
Gary K. Ryan 
Sebastian Saldana 
Jose R. Salinas 


Leo P. Samaniego 


Gibson P. Santiny 
Edward A. Sauer 
David Schofield 

William Scotti 
Olin D. Shelton 
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Stephen Sikes 
Shelby Slusher 
Dalton L. Smith 
Tommy Smith 
Harry Standifird 


Warren Stephens 
Roy S. Stovall 
Wayne Sutton 
Arthur L. Thomas 
Jerry Thompson 


Larry Thompson 
James Tidwell 
William Tipton 
Billy D. Todd 
Jerry H. Towns 


Ronald Troxell 
Wayne Truitt 
Michael D. Tucker 
Alfredo Vallejo 


Pedro Vanhorssen 


Stephen A. Varner 
Dannie D. Veverka 
James C. Villines 
Junior Villines 
Roy A. Walker 
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Ivan J. Wallis 
Dennis P. Walsh 
Ralph W. Ward 
Jeffery Watson 


Lawrence R. Weims 


Gary K. Whitehead 
Gary W. Williams 
Jimmie Williams 
Joe W. Williams 
Robert Williams 


Samuel Williams 
Milton E. Wilson 
David J. Wilt 
Clifford Woolridge 
Robert L. York, Jr. 


Earnest Zeigler 
Michael Carr 
James G. Fulton 
Melvin Stevens 
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